tive Energy and Enabling Technologies. The 1st ICE featured over 160 sessions related to technology, markets, business strategies and policy covering the solar, nuclear, lignocelluosics, biorefineries, and green innovation energy sectors.
The first special issue of this series contains nine papers, including two reviews and seven original research papers, authored by distinguished scientists and researchers from USA, Canada, Japan, Austria, and China. Special topics that have been addressed in this issue under the umbrella of "Biomass Bioprocessing" include: bioconversion and bioproducts from lignocellulosic biomass; enzymatic hydrolysis of transgenic plants; production of biofuels such as bioethanol and biodiesel; thermochemical conversion of biomass to bio-oil and bio-char, including economic analysis; applications of bio-char for carbon sequestration and soil amendment; social and economic modeling in energy crop production. The focus of the first review article is on impact of pretreatment methods (acid, steam, ammonia, lime, fungi, ethanol, ionic liquids, etc) and enzymatic hydrolysis of lignocellulosic biomass (using cellulases, xylanases, pectinases, etc., and enzyme cocktails) on ethanol production. The second review provides a critical evaluation of the potential of biomass lignin and hemicellulose for production of value-added biochemicals and bioproducts such as lignosulfonates, phenolic compounds, antioxidants, resins, furfural, xylose, xylitol, lactic acid, etc. Altogether, the articles presented in the special issue have captured the diversity and complexity of on-going research in the broad field of "Biomass Bioprocessing" for sustainable production of bioenergy and bioproducts, a challenge and an opportunity that we currently face in our endeavors to transition to a biobased economy and society.
I would like to sincerely thank the guest editors, the anonymous reviewers, and the editorial staff at Springer who all worked efficiently and diligently under tight deadlines to ensure that high-quality manuscripts conforming to the high standards of BioEnergy Research have been delivered for this special issue. 
